The catastrophic antiphospholipid syndrome in Serbia: diagnostic and management problems.
Antiphospholipid antibodies (aPL) are a common cause of acquired thrombophilia, termed antiphospholipid syndrome (APS, Huges syndrome). Catastrophic antiphospholipid syndrome (CAPS, Asherson's syndrome) is an unusual form of APS characterized with multi-organ failure and high mortality. Fortunately, CAPS accounts for less than 1% of APS cases. The recurrence rate is low with a stable clinical course if these patients are treated with adequate anticoagulation therapy. Due to the rarity of the condition, an international registry of CAPS patients was created in 2000 supported by the European Forum on Antiphospholipid Antibodies held in Taormina, Italy at the Tenth International Congress on aPL. The objective of our study is to describe characteristics of 12 Serbian patients with CAPS included in the international CAPS registry.